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how we live in the freest and most open 
democracy on the face of the Earth. 

So today when I think of these two 
great events, I give thanks to all of 
those who made the supreme sacrifice, 
and all of those who wore the uniform 
of the United States military. I start 
this day as I do every day, thanking 
God for my life and veterans for my 
way of life. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 3075, THE 
MEDICARE BALANCED BUDGET 
REFINEMENT ACT 

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of the Balanced 
Budget Refinement Act, H.R. 3075. This 
bill is vital to the successful continu-
ation of Medicare as we know it. This 
bill restores some of the changes that 
were made to the Medicare program 
back in 1997 under the Balanced Budget 
Act.

In the district that I serve, two 
Medicare+Choice providers announced 
that they would terminate services for 
seniors. The beneficiaries were under-
standably devastated. I held a town 
hall meeting on this subject with the 
beneficiaries, with the 
Medicare+Choice providers, and with 
the government. The response was 
overwhelming. s 

Some of the beneficiaries decided 
that they were not going to lose with-
out a fight. Joyce Scantling of Racine, 
Wisconsin, has worked tirelessly on 
this issue. Together with 50 or 60 sen-
iors and beneficiaries, they have rallied 
support around Medicare legislation to 
fix these reimbursement rates. 

I hold in my hand right here thou-
sands of signatures from Wisconsin’s 
seniors and Medicare beneficiaries urg-
ing Congress to pass Medicare legisla-
tion to fix these reimbursement rates. 

f 

THE EPA HAS GOTTEN OUT OF 
HAND

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, in 
1995, the EPA came crying to Congress 
saying they needed more money to 
clean up our air and our water and our 
Superfund sites. Shortly after that ap-
peal for cash, records show that the 
EPA gave a $160,000 grant to facilitate 
wind energy technologies in China. Un-
believable. While American taxpayers 
are busting their buns to pay the bill 
around here, the EPA gave our hard-
earned taxpayer dollars for projects in 
China.

Mr. Speaker, this is out of hand. 
Electric bicycle technology, wind en-
ergy technology, American taxpayer 

dollars? The EPA should be handcuffed. 
Beam me up. I yield back all the flatu-
lence in China paid for by the EPA.

f 

WHEN WILL THE REPUBLICANS 
RESPOND TO AMERICA’S DE-
MAND FOR HMO REFORM? 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
when the House passed a few weeks ago 
the HMO reform bill, we thought our 
day had finally come. But this week we 
learned that the vote was really only 
the first step. The Republican leader-
ship appointed the conference com-
mittee to negotiate with the Senate 
with only one member who voted for 
HMO reform. 

Instead of responding to the needs of 
the American people, the Republican 
leadership has chosen a path to ignore 
the will of the majority of this House 
and the needs of the American people. 

This week’s Newsweek magazine 
cover story talks about it: HMO Hell. 
How much longer does the Republican 
leadership intend to keep American 
families living in this HMO hell? 

The bipartisan bill that passed this 
House overwhelmingly would provide 
for no gag rules, direct access to spe-
cialists, a binding external appeals 
process, access to emergency care, but 
also the accountability of that deci-
sionmaker.

Let us see if we can make them hear, 
if not this year then next year. We 
want to get out of HMO hell.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MORNING 
EDITION ON ITS 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, it is not 
often that I regret having not been in-
cluded in a party here in town, but 
after having finished the financial 
modernization bill late last night and 
then about 1 o’clock this morning join-
ing with my colleagues as we filed the 
rule which the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART) is going to be man-
aging in just a few minutes, I woke up 
this morning and listened to National 
Public Radio, and there was a great 
party that was going on celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of a program 
called Morning Edition, which has pro-
vided us with a great deal of grist for 
debate and argument here on the House 
floor for the last couple of decades. 

We are marking all kinds of anniver-
saries. My friend, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MCNULTY) just talked 
about the fact that yesterday was the 
224th anniversary of the United States 
Marine Corps. We are about to mark 

the 10th anniversary of the crumbling 
of the Berlin Wall. One of the stories 
on Morning Edition this morning con-
sisted of the death of Nicolae 
Ceausescu a decade ago, so we are 
marking a lot of anniversaries. 

I would just like to throw in the fact 
that as a Republican who listens to Na-
tional Public Radio, I congratulate 
Morning Edition on their 20th. 

f 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT 
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2000

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 362 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 362
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 3196) making appro-
priations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2000, and for other 
purposes. The bill shall be considered as read 
for amendment. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the bill and any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations; (2) the 
amendment printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, if offered by Representative Young of 
Florida or his designee, which shall be in 
order without intervention of any point of 
order or demand for division of the question, 
shall be considered as read, and shall be sep-
arately debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent; and (3) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. House Resolution 359 is laid on the 
table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for 
purposes of debate only, I yield 30 min-
utes to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
HALL), pending which I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. During 
consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for purposes of debate 
only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 362 is 
a structured rule providing for the con-
sideration of H.R. 3196, the foreign op-
erations appropriations bill for fiscal 
year 2000. The bill provides for 1 hour 
of debate in the House, equally divided 
between the chairman and the ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations.

The rule provides that the bill shall 
be considered as having been read for 
amendment. Further, the rule provides 
that the amendment printed in the 
Committee on Rules report, if offered 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
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